High cooperativity of hemoglobin-oxygen binding in embryonic rabbit blood.
In rabbit embryos, 13 or 14 days after conception, the oxygen equilibrium curve climbs steeply above about 50% saturation. The value of the Hill coefficient (nH) in the upper part of the curve is significantly greater than 4, indicating aggregation of tetramers or interaction between adjacent tetramers. This is the first time this has been described in blood of a normal eutherian (placental) mammal.